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doctrine for that of the Shi'a have given rise to much comment * ^ It
seems evident that, while the first action was due to his determination
to set an example that would strike terror into the hearts of his opponents,
the second was carried out merely for political ends. Although he may
have been a Shi'a in his earlier days and although he certainly had at times
shown some zeal or, at any rate, respect for the Shi'a faith, there can be no
doubt that, if he ever had any religious beliefs at all, they were neither
deep-seated nor sincere. Consequently, he had no scruple whatever
in subordinating religion to political expediency. It appears in the highest
degree improbable that Nadir, although he now publicly espoused the
Sunni faith, was, in so doing, actuated by any genuine religious conviction ;
his later career, as will be described in due course, affords proof to the

contrary.                                                               ,   .                        '

It may be regarded as certain that one or Nadir s immediate objects
in effecting this change was to facilitate a temporary2 settlement with
Turkey. It is quite within the bounds of possibility that he may have
had an ulterior motive of a much more far-reaching kind ; might not his
real aim in seeking to unite the Moslem world have been to make himself
ultimately the head of it ? His ambition knew no bounds, and, as he is
known to have cherished the design of marching to Constantinople,
he may have considered that it would not be difficult to go one step farther
and wrest the Caliphate from the Sultan. An additional reason for the
change was almost certainly the fact that the Shi'a doctrine had always
been so closely identified with the Safavi dynasty ; that line had owed
much of its strength to its warm espousal of the Shi'a tenets, and the zeal
which it had shown for these had naturally made the Shi'a priesthood its
fervent supporters.8 It therefore appears highly probable that Nadir
felt that the Shi'a 'utama, if left undisturbed and unweakened by him,
might at any time use their considerable influence with the people to work
for the restoration of Tahmasp or his son 'Abbas. Nadir's action must
have been pleasing to the large numbers of Sunnis in his army, and it is
certain that he would not have dared to make so drastic a change if he had
not had so many belonging to that sect in his service.

Having secured the unanimous approval of his nobles, military leaders
and other notables to his elevation to the throne on the conditions laid
down by him, he had a fatwa drawn up and issued as an official record
of what had occurred.

The Catholicos states that, even after this fatwa had been issued,
Nadir, in appearance at least, continued to refuse the crown, but

* la this connection, see Otter, Vol. I, p. 334.

* As wiD. be explained later, he wished merely to suspend his operations against Turkey until such

time as he could obtain sufficient resources to enable him to beat her to her knees.

* For some further remarks on this question, see p. 279 below.